SLV RETAC Meeting
March 8th, 2007

Meeting was called to order by J. Babcock, chair at 1835.

Member Attendance:


Beverly Martinez




Rio Grande Hospital


Jeff Babcock




Homeland Security


Sandy Kroll




Mineral County Ambulance


Charleen Ryan




SLVRMC


J.B. Alexander




Mineral County Ambulance


Lora Hughes




South Fork Ambulance


Ted Anderson




Alamosa Ambulance


Lon Sawyer




Costilla County Ambulance


Phyllis Uribe




Swedish Medical Center


Denise Stong




Conejos County Hospital


Todd Wright




Del Norte Ambulance


Jackie Montano




Monte Vista Ambulance


Wes Moores




SLVFFA




Jim Felmlee




Center Fire/Ambulance


Mark Werts




Saguache County Sheriff


Lisa Werts




American Red Cross

Guest Attendance:


Dave Pote




SLV Exercise Design Team


Shannon Odiet




Eagle Air Medical


Beth Quinlan




SLV EPR/Public Health


Yvonne Martinez




USDA Rural Development


Scott Deacon




MV Fire Department/SLVFFA


Melanie Montano




Monte Vista High School Student


Bill Brinton




SLV Public Health

Minutes were approved M/S/P Hughes/Felmlee.

PRESENTATIONS/REPORTS

501 C-3: Leslie Fleming presented information regarding application for 501 C-3.  The 1st application was denied and RETAC automatically became a taxable entity in the IRS.  Nine other RETAC’s have this status.  The application in lengthy with advantage of being able to accept donations and the donors gets a tax deduction, it improves opportunities for grant and foundation funding and the tax exempt status.  Cons for this status include decreased state and federal funding and may need to change bylaws.  Jon and Leslie will purse cost and contact other agencies for more information.

USDA: Yvonne Martinez presented information regarding funding available for rural entities through USDA.  In order to receive this funding, agencies must be a 501 C-3.  There are 17 programs currently available.

Financial Report: The profit/loss summary was available in the meeting agenda packet.  Rodney reviewed the information with members.  The report was M/S/P Alexander/Lovato.

Agency/Facility Reports:

Rio Grande Hospital reported that they are continuing with no new information.  No level I traumas or deaths to report.
SLVRMC reported that the hospital is continuing to stay busy and are attempting to keep more patients in the valley.  The hospital partnered with CCH to transfer patients due to full space at the hospital.

Conejos County Hospital reported that they are meeting with SLVRMC and RGH nursing supervisors.  The trauma report included 40 trauma patients in January and 33 patients in February.

Del Norte Ambulance has been slow with 19 runs in January and 17 runs in February.

Mineral County Ambulance reported that they have been slow with decreased runs.  JB reported that the new ambulance barn is completed and is much improved.

Monte Vista Ambulance stated they have 46 runs in January and in February they started a new data reporting system.  They have completed 56 transfers for RGH in 2006.  RGH thanks the ambulance for their assistance.

Center Fire and Ambulance has been fairly busy with over 30 runs in 2007.  No trauma transport but they have had 3 codes.

Saguache Ambulance reported that they have increased over the last months.

American Red Cross stated that Danny Fox resigned and they are currently offering the position.

Eagle Air Med stated they have 360 flights during their 1st year.  Their anniversary was March 1, 2007.  Shannon wanted to thank everyone for their support.

Alamosa Ambulance has had 310 calls for 2007.  Their new ambulance was received from the grant.  They have a new power cot.  Ted wanted to thank CCA and MVA for all of their help.

Costilla County Ambulance contacted and architect for remodeling.

Conejos County Ambulance is averaging 40-60 runs a month including runs outside of the valley.

SLVFFA reported their next meeting is 3/16/07 at 1900.  Scott Deacon is the new president and thanked RETAC and Jon for the fire truck recently donated to the association.  Assistance to Firefighter grant opened on 3/1 and will close on 4/1.   EMS is eligible to apply.  The CO wildfire academy is in June and ICS classes will be available.

TSJC reported the symposium enrollment was up from last year.  Deb wanted to thank all for their help.  

SLV Preparedness reported.  Beth attended a governor conference last week.  “Ready Colorado” brochures are available and the website readycolorado.org is operational.  Dave Pote shared that there is a DTR exercise in Saguache County on April 28th.  This exercise will involve 2 dispatch centers.  ICS classes will be offered over the next few months, for information contact Dave.  Dr. Brinton reported progress with pandemic flu information.  He reminded EMS that they may participate.  Information was given on the Children 1st plates out this summer.  Funds from the plate support prevention on children injuries.

OLD BUSINESS

AED update: Jon contacted and the programming should be available this month.  Rodney has an old trainer and is purchasing a new trainer with a trade in.  For info, contact Jon or Rodney.

EMS Grant review will be April 20th and 6:00 P.M.  Please arrive 20 minutes early for some training.  There are 5 reviewers assisting.  Jon and Rodney made sure that 100% of our agency profiles were completed.

Council Terms: Doug presented the letters to the commissioners and no questions or concerns were noted.

SLVRMC: Charleen reported that SLVRMC is now a Level IV trauma center.  They have hired Mona as a TNC to assist in the trauma program.  Changes are occurring and with staff.

Renting Little Annie: Jon stated that RETAC has 3 Annie’s for training.  Questions were raised to rent these to agencies as needed.  M/S/P Wright/Lovato that the Annie’s should be renting for $10.00 class to repair wear and tear.

90% of ambulance agencies attending the Date Conference.

NEW BUSINESS

The nominating committee was elected for nominating a new executive council.  The committee was Jim, JB and Ted.

RETAC has lost representative on the council.  Dr. Wheeler resigned from SLVRMC.  Charleen will talk with the surgeons.  Mona is the TNC for SLVRMC and is the representative for Saguache County Ambulance.  Mona will talk with the ambulance board for new representation.  Danny Fox resigned from ARC and Lisa Werts is replaced her on council.

Lorrie Crawford has a new job.

RETAC received a fire truck and it was donated to the SLV FFA.  An ambulance is also being donated from Berthoud.  Jon has received 3 requests from TSJC, CCA and MVPD.  This issue of who should receive this ambulance was tabled for the next meeting in May.

Jon included a Hospital/Ambulance Data and Confidentiality report in the agenda packet.  The report is based from the TORT law.
RETAC meetings will now be held at 6:00 P.M.  No concerns were noted.

Jeff suggested since July is the next budget time for RETAC for the fiscal year that the council should think about increasing Jon’s salary by a 3% cost of living and increase to a 3% IRA match.  M/S/P Lovato/Felmlee.

A state wide hospital/trauma CQI for EMS agency trip sheets left in the ED when patients are left in the ED is going statewide.  Several agencies outside of the valley do not leave trip sheets in the ED.  

RETAC vehicle has been reviewed.  A diesel truck is more expensive than an SUV and the gas is increased.  Jon needs at least a ¾ ton vehicle to pull the trailers in a disaster.  The information was discussed and it was left to Jon discretion.

The hospital surge trailers belong to the region and are housed at the hospitals.  The emergency managers need to know about the trailers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The RETAC quarterly meeting needs 2 people who can get enough time to travel to another RETAC and assist with a “needs assessment”.  The Chair and Vice Chair need to attend the June RETAC quarterly meeting in Frisco.  Leslie Fleming has been contacted to assist Jon with the Audit of RETAC, approximately a 200 page report.
If anyone is interested in shelves for the surge trailers, you may contact Lyle Moore at 303-692-2669 for cost and assistance in building shelves.

Please make sure that your hospital mutual aide agreements are updated.

Could we send someone to the National EMS conference to bring back information??  If anyone is planning to attend, contact Jon.

If you, as an agency, are not submitting data, you are not eligible for grants.

Improvements have been made to the Ready Colorado website.  Jon was nominated to help with Ready Colorado.

Rachael Robinson is leaving the state position.

EMSAC star front page has story regarding retirement plan.

CCNC, the council that runs the DTR system is asking that all users fill out an application.  Jon and Jeff are asking that all agencies fill out the applications to become a member in the CCNC.

Meeting adjourned at 2030.
