SLV RETAC Meeting Minutes
July 13, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 1835 by Rodney King, acting chair.

Members Attending:


Denise Trujillo



San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center


Beverly Martinez


Rio Grande Hospital


Ted Anderson



Alamosa Ambulance


Lon Sawyer



Costilla County Ambulance


Wes Moores



San Luis Valley Firefighters Assoc


Jim Felmlee



Center Ambulance and Fire


Pam Gripp



Baca/Crestone Ambulance


Phyllis Uribe



Swedish Medical Center


Jackie Montano



Monte Vista Ambulance


Deb Haverfield 



Trinidad State Junior College


Denise Stong



Conejos County Hospital


JB Alexander



Mineral County Ambulance


Darren Black



Del Norte Ambulance


Lora Hughes



South Fork Ambulance


Grant Hurley



EMS Physician Advisor


Doug Davie



County Commissioner


Mona Lovato



Saguache County Ambulance


Rodney King



Conejos County Ambulance


Mark Werts



Saguache County Sheriff
Members Absent: Dr. Paterson, Phil Leggitt, Dr. Haug, Jeff Babcock, Dr. Wheeler and Larry Zimmer.
Guests Attending:


Dave Pote



SLV Design Team


Moira Howard



SLV Emergency Preparedness


Lisa Werts



American Red Cross


Gary Haverfield



Trinidad State Junior College


Danny Fox



American Red Cross


Shannon Odiet



Eagle Air Med


Ruby Favela Garcia


211 Operation

Todd Wright



Del Norte Ambulance/SEMTAC

Todd Wright was introduced as our new representative to SEMTAC.  Todd currently is a member of the Del Norte Ambulance.

Approval of minutes with amendments to include under old business #1 to “from the valley go and assist FEMA” changed to “from the valley go and assist any federally declared disaster” and to strike out the rates listed in the minutes and to amend the rates to a standardization of FEMA rates for that disaster.  M/S/P Gripp/Trujillo.

PRESENTATIONS/REPORTS:

Citizen Request: Rodney mentioned a citizen from Conejos County wanted to address RETAC council regarding our designation protocols and the choice of destination.  Unfortunately, the citizen did not appear at the RETAC meeting.  The destination protocols were in the packet for members to review.
Financial Report: Rodney reviewed the financial profit/loss statement in the agenda packet.  Total expense was $13,890.64 and $16,333.33 was paid to the ambulance agencies.  M/S/P to accept the financial report Hughes/Alexander.

Agency Reports:

Rio Grande Hospital:  Beverly reported that RGH is averaging 60-70 traumas over the last few months.  No level I or level II trauma’s this season yet.  RGH is up for designation review with the other 2 hospitals in September.

SLV Preparedness: Moira passed a flier for an upcoming course for Emergency Responder/Receiver course in Pueblo.

Alamosa County Ambulance: Runs are up with 105 patient transports.  Alamosa is up 203 runs from last year.

Costilla County Ambulance: Costilla County recently had the Mato Vega Fire on LaVeta Pass.  They transported medical patient, no injuries were noted from the fire.

Center Ambulance/Fire: Jim stated that they have had 105 runs for the year and that Center is down from last year.

American Red Cross: Lisa stated that the valley chapter has merged with the Mile High chapter in Denver.  They now have a new website, slvredcross.org.  Danny stated that they have served 2755 meals in Costilla and Saguache counties.  She wanted to thank the other agencies for the cots; it was an unexpected but a pleasant surprise.  Danny also gave personnel “Thanks” to South Fork Ambulance.
Saguache County Sheriff: Mark reported that they have had 2 search and rescue for body recoveries only.  During one of the search and rescue, there was a good thunder storm and 15 people from the search and rescue suffered from hypothermia.  Saguache also had a wildfire, Cool Broth.

SLV Firefighters: Their next meeting is Monday night at 7:00 P.M. in Sanford.

Baca/Crestone: Calls are down for this year.

Swedish: Phyllis stated there is nothing new happening.  She did offer her services to all 3 hospitals to help with a mock survey or walk through prior to the designation review to help with last minute thoughts.

Monte Vista Ambulance: They had 58 calls in June, 15 were trauma calls.  Monte Vista has the Ultimate Fighting coming up on July 22nd.

TSJC: There are EMT Basic and Intermediate classes going on now.  There will be a lot of Basic classes in the fall if anyone is interested, contact Deb.
Conejos County Hospital: Denise reported in May they had 22 traumas and in June they had 59.  They had no Level I or Level II’s.

Mineral County Ambulance: JB announced that the tourists have arrived in Creede.  They have only had 1 rollover with minor injuries but have transported lots of chest pains.

Del Norte Ambulance: DNA has had about 17-18 runs over the last two months mostly medical patients.  There new ambulance has been in service for about 1 month.  They are planning to expand their barn to accommodate 3 rigs.  Currently, one ambulance has to sit outside.

South Fork Ambulance: Lora reported that SFA has been “peaceful”.

EMS Physician Advisor: Dr. Hurley discussed an article that recently appeared in an emergency medical journal comparing Epinephrine to Vasopressin in the pre-hospital setting.  If anyone is interested in the article, please contact Dr. Hurley.

County Commissioners: The DTR audit went very well.

San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center: Their designation review is scheduled on September 11, 2006.  They have seen more than usual in pediatric traumas.  They are planning to do some community outreach this fall.  Denise wanted to thank Eagle Air Medical, SLVRMC appreciates their services.

Eagle Air Medical: Shannon reported that they have been very busy, over 175 flights.  60% of the flights out of the valley have been to Denver, 15% of the flights have been trauma related.  Recently, Eagle Air was asked to assist in a search and rescue.  Shannon stated that this was an unexpected request and that the plane based in Alamosa is a King aircraft and probably not appropriate for search and rescue due to the speed that the aircraft is built for.  However, the company has offered the company planes, but they have about a 2.5 hour ETA.  Also, if anyone is having billing concerns from patients, please contact Jim Hunt.
211: Currently fundraising at this time to continue services until their operating grant comes in at the end of the year.  They are also recruiting volunteers.

Saguache County Ambulance: Mona stated that they are picking up in calls.

Conejos County Ambulance: Rodney reported that they had 172 runs for April – June.  They had 3 search and rescues that turned out well.  They have their annual celebration coming up and if anyone would like to assist, please contact Rodney.

SEMTAC Update: Pam reported that there has been no SEMTAC meeting since our last RETAC.  The next SEMTAC meeting is July 26-27th.  There was a transportation meeting in Denver to work on safety issues.  On July 17th there is a formulary task meeting.  If anyone is interested in attending the meeting via telephone, contact Pam or Jon.
Exercise Design Team: Dave Pote discussed the recent DTR exercise last Saturday in San Luis introducing radio protocols.  This exercise involved about 50 people from Conejos and Costilla counties using the mobile command center from Alamosa.  The exercise overall went well.  In about 3 months, the exercise will move to Saguache and Rio Grande County.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Ambulance Reimbursement Proposal – discussed in approval of the minutes.

2. NIM 700 – Jon reported that they have trained about 400 people in NIMS.  The next training will be at the Alamosa County Sheriff’s Office tomorrow at 6:00 P.M.  SLVRMC has 4 classes scheduled.  It was announced recently that the Division of Fire Safety will no longer have funding to put the classes on.

3. EMS Grant Review – Congratulations to Alamosa Ambulance, TSJC and Conejos Fire for having their grants approved.  Thank you Ted for going to Denver and representing for those grants.
4. AED’s – They are in Denver but Jon stated they will not be handed out until the programming with the new guidelines are updated. 

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Budget – reviewed by members.  JB questioned the phone/internet amount and it was stated that as a business, the charges are higher.  The RETAC office is unable to get DSL because phone companies do not have lines in that area.  It was mentioned that Amigo Net is going wireless and Jon will look into that.  Pam discussed the amount of the vehicle fund.  Jon stated that there is a contingency fund set up for any further tax problems.  If RETAC has no further problems, this money will go into the new vehicle fund.  The budget was approved M/S/P Anderson/Sawyer.

2. During the discussion of the new vehicle replacement, Mona stated that she discussed with her board about donating $2000.00 for the next 2 years from the money for the service received from RETAC for a new vehicle replacement.  Mona asked that all of the agencies take that proposal to their boards to donate $2000.00 for 2 years for a new vehicle for RETAC.  The idea was M/S/P for all agencies to discuss this donating with their boards and return to the next meeting with an answer Lovato/Anderson.

3. Medical Directors Course – Jon attended the course recently held at Breckenridge.  He made copies for each agency to take to your medical director.  Dr. Hurley encourages all directors to attend one of these courses.

4. Phone line – it was suggested to Jon to get rid of one of the phone lines at the RETAC office because he carries a cell phone.  One phone line is for the phone/internet and one line is for the fax.  If Jon gets rid of the phone line, the fax line will get tied up when he is on the internet.  Currently, Jon will keep both lines until he gets more information on the possibility of wireless internet.

5. Physician Advisor Contact Information – Jon needs an update on all the physician advisors contact information.  Rodney suggested that when Jon sends email to make a note in the subject line so that some people who need the info will not automatically delete.
6. L.Z. – Jon announced that Larry Zimmer has been diagnosed with cancer and is completing treatments in Denver.  Rodney suggested sending a little something to Larry to wish him well and let him know that he is in our thoughts and prayers.
7. Other: Rodney mentioned the problem with the dual head radios purchased by the 911 board for the back of the ambulances.  When the radios were initially purchased and installed, the wrong head was installed.  The radio in the front and in the back could not switch appropriately.  The 2nd radio head has been removed from the ambulance.  Ted has discussed this with Mike McCarty regarding that the radios have been out for 2 months.  For more information regarding where the radios are contact Mike McCarty.  Deb Haverfield mentioned problems with 911 paging system.  The pagers are not going off appropriately; some of the pages are missing the voice or tone or are just not working well.  If you have a 911 paging issue, talk with Jon or Pam.

The meeting was adjourned at 1935.  

Next meeting September 14, 2006.

