SLV RETAC
Meeting Minutes

May 11, 2006
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Saguache County


Jim Felmlee
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Members Absent: Denise Trujillo, Dr. Hurley, Dr. Paterson, Deb Haverfield, Bobbie Gibson, Phil Leggitt, Darren Black and Dr. Haug.

Guests Present:


Moira Howard
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American Red Cross
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Baca/Crestone Ambulance


Susanne Kanen




Mountain Air Oxygen


Danny Fox




American Red Cross


Dave Pote




Exercise Design Team


Ruby Garcia




2-1-1


Dr. Bill Brinton




SLV Public Health
Approval of minutes from February 16, 2006 meeting M/S/P Alexander/Felmlee.

Approval of minutes from March 9, 2006 meeting M/S/P Alexander/Felmlee

PRESENTATIONS/REPORT
1. Susanne Kanen from Mountain Air Oxygen requested information regarding an oxygen company’s response to a disaster.  After Conejos County’s mock disaster on Saturday, the need was noted for additional oxygen and what would be acceptable as appropriate response times and how much oxygen would be needed.  It was also noted that agencies needs to look at the planning for additional oxygen for disaster needs.
2. Pam Stewart from the Colorado State Patrol and Dale Myers presented information regarding the start of the new paging system with CSP paging “first page” for agencies.  Pagers were distributed to all the agencies and CSP would like to start using the system May 15, 2006.  Costilla County and Baca/Crestone still have “bugs” in the system and Saguache County has not handed out pagers.  The official start date for using CSP for first page from 911 calls was changed to June 1, 2006.  Dale will work out the paging flaws with Costilla and Baca/Crestone and will visit Saguache for an in-service.
3. Leroy Chacon from Neighborhood Watch gave a presentation about Neighbor Helping Neighbor program.  This program prepares communities to help one another, prevent criminal activity with the neighborhood watch program.
4. Financial Report: The financial report was reviewed by Rodney with no questions noted.  The report was approved M/S/P Zimmer/Lovato.
5. Agency/Facility Reports:
a. Rio Grande Hospital went through NIMS training today with Jon and Dave.  Thank You!!
b. Larry Zimmer had nothing new to report.

c. Moira Howard had nothing new to report.

d. Conejos County Hospital had a disaster drill on May 6th and things went well.  In March they had 39 traumas, 1 Level II, 2 transfers; in April they had 43 traumas, 5 Level II, 2 transfers and 2 admissions.

e. American Red Cross is gearing up to recruit more volunteers.

f. Center Ambulance and Fire had 14 runs in March and 19 runs in April.  They would like to thank Monte Vista Ambulance for helping them out.

g. Monte Vista Ambulance had 79 runs in April and will be having NIMS training on Tuesday, May 16, 2006 if anyone would like to attend.

h. SLVFFA is having NIMS training on Friday, May 12 if anyone would like to attend.

i. Baca/Crestone Ambulance had 4 runs during the month of April.

j. Costilla County Ambulance had their new ambulance delivered.  They have completed their NIMS training.  They will be having their annual “Grim Reaper” presentation next week, Thursday, May 18, 2006 involving EMS, CSP, high school, fire department, coroner, law enforcement, mental health and possibly Flight for Life.

k. Alamosa County Ambulance had 168 runs in April.

l. Saguache County Ambulance has had 30 calls for the year.  They had their open house for their new barn on April 2, 2006 and had a good turnout.

m. South Fork Ambulance announced that they have one power lift gurney and LOVE it.

n. Mineral County Ambulance had 3 runs and 1 stand-by.

o. Exercise Design Team will be testing the DTR system on July 8th with Costilla County and some of Conejos County involved.

p. Conejos County Ambulance had 50 runs for March/April and had 43 runs for the month of April/May.  They recently did a pre-prom presentation for high school students regarding driving and intoxication.  They took a Horizon car and dropped it 100ft with 2 mannequins inside.  Rodney also wanted to let agencies know that the high school has a PDA mannequin that is being used for training and education.

q. Doug Davie reported that a federal audit was just conducted on the DTR system.
r. Dr. Brinton mentioned information regarding the pandemic influenza preparation.

s. San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center reported the opening of their new addition with VWHS on the 3rd floor.  Dr. Wheeler reported that they will be getting a new surgeon to join the group around August.

t. Homeland Security reported the 2006 grants were submitted.  Jon is sitting on the advisory committee at the state level for grant submissions.  The SLV put in 3 grants = approximately $1.8 million.  The audit from the federal was on the accounting records.  They found small stuff but nothing huge was noted.

6. SEMTAC report from Pam Gripp stated that there were 13 grant applications for communications.  There are now 107 DTR towers with 62 more to be built.  There is a new task force “Formulary Task Force” to meet on the rule changes for EMS personnel.  They will have their 1st meeting on May 15th.  There was a 27% reduction of hospitalizations of infants and children since the booster seat law took effect.  A reminder came from the state that trip sheets need to be left at the hospital.  Also, there is a medical director’s training at the Rocky Mountain Trauma Conference in June.  For more information regarding SEMTAC, contact Pam Gripp.

Old Business:
1. Pam Gripp presented a proposal for ambulance reimbursement when ambulance services from the valley go and assist FEMA.  By standardizing rates within our services, it won’t allow other agencies to under cut other agencies or personnel staffing the ambulance.  The hourly charges that have been passed in other services were for an EMT-P $62.25, EMT-B $47.25, Ambulance charge $110.50 for a total hourly charge for ambulance and paramedic crew $220.00.  The FEMA rate for an ALS crew was $150.00.  The standardization of rates was approved M/S/P Zimmer/King.
2. NIMS 700 training in Saguache tomorrow night.  Jon would like those who are attending to bring their DTR radios.

3. The Life Pak 12 grant was overturned from the board.  Jon reported that they did include the Life Pak 12 into the Homeland Security grant.

4. Laurie Crawford is leaving and taking a job with the forest service.  Jon will be taking over the website development and changes.

5. Jon would like to thank the EMS grant reviewers this year.  Also, please get the work out regarding the EMS grants.  Remember, firefighters can apply for extrication equipment.

New Business:

1. Laurie Crawford is leaving Citizen Corp, the RETAC website and the Exercise Design Team.  She has been a great asset.
2. RETAC has been invited to join the SLVFFA.  In order to join, RETAC must pay dues and have representation to the meetings.  Approval to pay dues up to $60.00 year was passed M/S/P Lovato/Gripp.  Wes Moores, Jim Clare, Danny Fox and Jon will work together to make sure RETAC is represented at the meetings.
3. There is information in your agenda packet from Verizon Wireless regarding the SERT program.  This program can provide wireless phones and free airtime to police, fire, EMS, government and humanitarian organizations to help them respond to major events or emergencies.

4. AED’s have been ordered and Jon has a list of names where the equipment is going.

5. There is a pandemic influenza checklist for planning for individuals and families in the agenda packet.

6. The Colorado EMS conference in November 2-5, 2006 at the Keystone Resort and Conference Center.

7. The hospital disaster trailers need to have the title changed over to the hospital or the county in which they reside in.  Conejos County took possession of the trailer at Conejos County Hospital.  The trailers must be maintained and insurance coverage.

8. RETAC wish list or future needs list has been requested by the state.  They would like to get justification for an increase for EMS funding.  Any suggestions – contact Jon.
9. A new SLV RETAC vehicle for Jon??  Ted questioned the future plan for a replacement vehicle.  It was mentioned that a vehicle cannot be requested from Homeland Security due to the restrictions placed on the vehicle.  Beverly suggested that maybe the ambulance services that continue to receive funding from RETAC budget and allow RETAC to keep some funds for a replacement vehicle in the future.  RETAC at this time is unable to budget for vehicle due to the IRS complications and fines.  The fund that was set aside for a replacement vehicle has been used to cover the cost of the fines.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· There is a copy of a wedding invitation to Theresa Atencio’s wedding in June.

· Red Cross contact information in packet.

· The “I Wish” poem for everyone’s reading can be found in the agenda packet.

· 2-1-1 brochere was handed out with updated information.

· The Executive Committee will meet for a budget work session.

· NEXT MEETING: JULY 13, 2006
Meeting Adjourned 2045.

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly Martinez, RN

Secretary
