SLV RETAC MINUTES

December 13, 2007

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 18:07 by Vice Chair Mona Lovato.

Members Present:

Mona Lovato




TNC SLVRMC & NSCAD


Jon Montano




SLV RETAC Coordinator


Lon Sawyer




Costilla EMS


Doug Davie




County Commissioner RGC

Mark Werts




S & R Sagauche Co Sheriff’s Dep

Beverly Martinez



TNC Rio Grande Hospital


Phyllis Uribe




Resource – Swedish Hospital


Denise Stong




TNC Conejos County Hospital


Todd Wright




Del Norte Ambulance/SEMTAC

Jim Felmlee




Center Fire/Ambulance


Ted Anderson



Alamosa County Ambulance


Arlene Harms




CEO Rio Grande Hospital


Jackie Montano



Monte Vista Ambulance


Lisa Werts




American Red Cross


Rodney King




Conejos EMS


Don Dustin




Mineral County Amb/S & R

Pam Gripp




Baca/Crestone Ambulance

Ex-officio Members:

Dave Pote




SLV Exercise Design Team


Deb Haverfield



TSJC

Guests: 


Duane Oakes




Monte Vista PD


Arlyn Oakes




Monte Vista Ambulance


Darren Davies



Del Norte Ambulance


Tolli Davies




Del Norte Ambulance


D. Randy Kuykendall


CDPHE/EMTS Chief


Michelle Reese



CDPHE/EMTS


Maria Karr




Monte Vista Ambulance


Linda Joseph




Saguache Commissioner/SEMTAC


Sandy Kroll




Mineral County Ambulance

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes vaporized in crashed computer.
Approval of Financial Report:  M/S/P Lon Sawyer/Jim Felmlee as presented.

Agency/Facility Reports:

TSJC (Deb Haverfield) – Deb reports two EMT Basic classes running right now in Del Norte and Conejos County.  SLV EMS Symposium will be February 8, 9, and 10th in Alamosa.  Deb also handed out the Spring Schedule for TSJC EMS Courses.

SLVRMC (Mona Lovato) – The hospital is gearing up for its Trauma Facility Review as a Level IV on January 23rd.


Alamosa County Ambulance (Ted Anderson) – Ted wanted to publicly acknowledge Costilla EMS for helping with the disaster drill at Adam’s State College.  They had a real fire as part of the 2 hour drill.  Arlene Harms and nursing students did a great job with moulage.  SLVRMC worked with real time for all interventions.  Communications went fairly well and the drill was a success.

Dave Pote agreed that the drill was well planned and on November 9th Alamosa PD, SLVRMC, Adam’s State, Alamosa Ambulance, and the State Communications Center all worked together.

SEMTAC:  Todd Wright/Randy Kuykendall


SEMTAC experienced a big turn over last meeting with 4 positions still open.  It takes the Governor’s Office about 6 weeks to make a decision on a new council member.


Air ambulance rules have now been updated to coincide with the new legislation.  The revisions will be heard by the Board of Health on January 16, 2008.  It is expected they will pass without any problems.


The revision of the Level I & II Trauma Centers is also coming to a final consensus.  This has been a 25 month project with many concerns being addressed by the group.


SEMTAC member Sean Caffrey is heading up a task force reviewing the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) new National EMS Scope of Practice.  Because we use National Registry for testing new EMTs, by the year 2010 Colorado will have to make some decisions regarding the changes in practitioner levels in this new model.  There will be a plenty of discussion over the next few years.  Please contact Sean Caffrey at séance@co.summit.co.us for further information or to join the task force.

Randy reported that the San Luis Valley is at a 90% compliance rate for data entry for the State Data Collection.  Yeah!

The 2008 EMS Provider Grant Application is currently on line.  The applications are due in the State Office on February 15, 2008 by 5:00 PM.


The 2nd Annual State Data Conference will be in Longmont again on April 21st and 22nd.  The State will help fund lodging at 50% of the room cost.  Flyers will be out soon.


Health One and the State will be sponsoring the Annual EMS Gala and EMS Educator Conference in Denver on May 16th.  The money raised from this goes for scholarships for EMTs to attend the EMSAC Conference.  The Silent Auction has many great gifts.


The State is still working on the MOU to fund a needs assessment of San Luis Valley Ambulance Services.  This will be a Special Projects Grant Request in the amount of $20,000 to $25,000 to include all 6 counties.  It is hoped that all agencies will cooperate with full disclosure of finances and policies to make the end product the most meaningful.  The county commissioners will be charged with encouraging full cooperation from each county’s agencies.  The project could start in July of this year.
Saguache County – Oil & Gas Exploration:

Saguache County Commissioner and SEMTAC Member Linda Joseph is sifting through regulations with regard to the transport of hazardous materials on Colorado Highway 114 in Saguache County.  Colorado State Patrol has allowed fuel tankers to use 114 even though it is not a designated hazardous materials route.  There is a meeting scheduled with stakeholders from Gunnison, Saguache, and Colorado State Patrol for discussion of this policy.

Linda is also working on discovery of the impact of gas well drilling in our Valley.  We are certainly not equipped to handle any large scale emergency in Saguache County.  Linda will be in touch will The All Hazards Group for help with a workable plan.


Saguache County provided $20,000 in grant monies for Emergency Services and Health and Safety from a new 1% sales tax.  Both Saguache and Baca/Crestone Ambulance Services received grants.  Thanks Sagauche!

American Red Cross:

Lisa Werts brought the 2008 SLV Firefighter Calendars in for sale at the bargain price of $10.00.  All the photos are of local fire fighters and there are great safety tips for each month.  Lisa is hopeful that maybe the same format can be done with local EMS for a future calendar.
State Ambulance Directors Meeting:


Pam Gripp reported on a newly conceived group made up of ambulance directors.  They had an initial meeting at the EMSAC Conference at Keystone.  Many felt that ambulance directors did not have an adequate platform to discuss and possibly advise others about issues relevant to managing both volunteers and paid providers.  The next meeting of this group will be January 9th at 5:00 in the Carson Room at the CDPHE.

RETAC Bylaws Revisions:


Jon reported that we are now a legal non-profit 501 (c) (3) allowing our RETAC to be tax exempt and able to have many more opportunities for grants.  Our bylaws have been amended for our new status and to include TSJC and Public Health representatives as voting members of RETAC.  There were also provisions added addressing gifts and travel reimbursement.  These new additions will be voted upon at our January meeting.
Old Business:


Position of Secretary of SLV RETAC – Dave Osborne has indicated he would accept the position of secretary of this group.  We will vote on accepting him at the January meeting.


Agency Plans are due in Jon’s office by January 31st.  M/S/P unanimous Sandy/Beverly


Jon continues to work on an EMS retirement plan like volunteer fire fighters currently have in place.

New Business:

Because of our new tax exempt status RETAC can now accept donations.


Eagle Air Medical sent RETAC and gift basket.  A drawing was held at the meeting with all attendants having a ticket.  Jim Felmlee won the goodies.  Thank you for everything Shannon!

Northern Saguache Volunteer Fire Department sent a note of thanks for their new ladder truck Jon was able to get for them.


Our RETAC Grant Review Hearing will be March 27th at 6:00 PM at the RETAC office.  Jim, Mona, Rodney, and Linda volunteered for the job.  Jon wants to review a bunch of San Luis Valley EMS Agency grants.


There are several conferences coming up soon.  Contact Jon for more information on any of these.


TSJC Regional EMS Conference – February 8, 9, 10 in Alamosa


Center of the Universe Conference – February 1, 2, 3 in Grand Junction


Plains to Peaks EMS/Trauma Conference April 26 & 27 in Burlington

HealthOne General Trauma Review – May 9th Denver


Lon Sawyer does a great class on EMS Burnout.  Jon attended one recently and highly recommends it.  Lon has done it for Alamosa Ambulance and is willing to travel (.

Jon Montano has come up with a version of the ‘Big Brother’ idea for fire and EMS.  He would like to see larger fire and ambulance services ‘adopt’ one of us smaller rural services to help with new ideas and morale boosting.

We all need to say thanks to Jon for his never ending work on trying to get benefits for EMTs similar to those the volunteer firefighters now have.  He has had lunch with State Representative Rafael Gallegos and has been in touch with Gale Schwartz’s office too.  We appreciate all your hard work.

Next Meeting:  To get back on our regular schedule we will meet again January 17 in Monte Vista at 18:00. 

Meeting Adjourned:  M/S/P Ted Anderson/Jim Felmlee @19:50

Respectfully Submitted

Pam Gripp – Acting Secretary
